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W
hat is w

ater skiing?

W
ater skiing is a recreational b

oating activity and
 the sp

ort 
of b

eing tow
ed

 over the w
ater, at a sp

eed
 of m

ore than 
8 kno

ts, b
y a p

o
w

erb
o

at, so
 as to

 b
e sup

p
o

rted
 o

n the 
surface of the w

ater b
y a ski or skis, the feet, an aq

uap
lane 

or other ap
p

aratus.

W
ater skiing is a fun activity that can b

e enjoyed
 on m

any 
levels, from

 m
um

s and
 d

ad
s tow

ing their kid
s around

 on 
a tub

e to
 the extrem

e sp
o

rts o
f ski jum

p
ing

 and
 w

ake 
b

oard
ing. H

ow
ever, it’s not an activity that should

 b
e taken 

lig
htly and

 it req
uires a lo

t o
f attentio

n to
 safety b

y the 
skip

p
er, ob

server and
 the skier.

B
ecom

e fam
iliar w

ith the rules and
 regulations and

 stud
y 

the top
ograp

hy of the ski areas you w
ish to use, so you 

can avoid
 areas of shallow

 w
ater, sub

m
erged

 ob
jects and

 
other hazard

s. B
e courteous, keep

 clear of b
eaches and

 
sw

im
m

ing areas, and
 d

on’t p
urp

osely sp
ray other b

oats or 
sw

im
m

ers. G
ive fisherm

en and
 slow

er m
oving crafts like 

canoes, kayaks and
 sailb

oats a w
id

e b
erth. W

ith a b
it of 

p
lanning, courtesy and

 attention to safety all users of the 
w

ater-ski area w
ill b

e ab
le to enjoy their skiing in a safe and

 
leisurely m

anner.

The ski boat crew

To go skiing there m
ust b

e a m
inim

um
 crew

 of tw
o in the ski 

b
oat, the skip

p
er and

 at least one ob
server.  The ob

server 
faces tow

ard
s the skier at all tim

es and
 com

m
unicates to 

the skip
p

er w
hile the skip

p
er faces forw

ard
 to m

aintain a 
p

rop
er lookout and

 can concentrate on the b
oat’s course 

w
ithin the ski area.

The skipper

To b
e the d

river of a b
oat engaged

 in w
aterskiing you:

•	
m

ust hold
 an R

S
T, or b

e sup
ervised

 b
y an R

S
T hold

er;

•	
m

ust b
e at least 17 years of age; and

•	
are resp

onsib
le for the safety of the: 

•	
b

oat; 

•	
crew

;

•	
skiers; and

 for 

•	
ab

id
ing b

y the rules and
 regulations.

The observer

To b
e the ob

server you:

•	
m

ust b
e at least 14 years of age;

•	
have the p

rim
e resp

onsib
ility of ob

serving the tow
ed

 
p

eop
le and

 rep
orting all m

atters affecting them
 to the 

skip
p

er; 

•	
alert the skip

p
er ab

out other vessels ap
p

roaching from
 

b
ehind

; and
 

•	
should

 b
e fam

iliar w
ith the stand

ard
 hand

 signals.

The skier

The skiers can b
e of any age; how

ever it is recom
m

end
ed

 
that they w

ear an ap
p

roved
 Typ

e 2 or 3 P
ersonal Flotation 

D
evice (P

FD
) w

hile skiing.

W
aiting to take off

 w
ith a skier - driver’s signal

W
hen w

aiting for a safe op
p

ortunity 
to take off w

ith a skier, the skip
p

er 
should

 signal to vessels d
rop

p
ing off 

a skier that you do not intend to m
ove 

until it’s clear.  This is ind
icated

 b
y 

hold
ing b

oth arm
s in the air show

ing 
that 

they 
are 

no
t 

o
n 

the 
b

o
at’s 

controls.

Skier dow
n - observer’s signal

The ob
server only should

 hold
 one 

arm
 straight up

 in the air to ind
icate 

to
 o

ther vessels that the skier has 
fallen off and

 is in the w
ater. 

Vessels seeing
 this sig

nal sho
uld

 
keep

 a good
 lookout for the skier in 

the w
ater.

Skier dow
n - skier O

K signal

A
 fallen skier w

ho
 has sustained

 
no

 injuries sho
uld

 ind
icate that 

they are O
K

 b
y raising b

oth arm
s 

in the air.

If the ob
server d

oes not see this 
sig

nal, 
they 

sho
uld

 
info

rm
 

the 
skip

p
er to

 return to
 the skier as 

q
uickly and

 safely as p
ossib

le. 

D
ropping off

 a skier - driver signals 

W
hen returning

 a skier to
 the 

shore  the d
river should

 ind
icate 

this b
y the raising and

 low
ering of 

a hand
 ab

ove the head
.

Interstate ticket and boat registration                  
valid for three m

onths 

A
ny skip

p
er o

p
erating

 a recreatio
nal vessel, p

o
w

ered
 

b
y a m

o
to

r g
reater than 6 hp

 in W
A

 m
ust ho

ld
 a W

A
 

R
ecreatio

nal S
kip

p
er’s T

icket (R
S

T
) o

r interstate o
r 

overseas eq
uivalent.

If you hold
 a valid

/current interstate ticket, recognised
 

b
y D

oT and
 you enter, as a visitor or w

ith the intention 
of p

erm
anently resid

ing in the S
tate, it w

ill b
e taken that 

you hold
 a R

S
T until three m

onths have elap
sed

 since 
you entered

 the S
tate. A

fter that p
eriod

 you m
ust ap

p
ly 

fo
r an R

S
T, if yo

u w
ish to

 co
ntinue o

p
erating

 an R
S

T
 

vessel in this S
tate.

If yo
ur b

o
at is currently reg

istered
 in ano

ther S
tate, 

you have three m
onths grace after b

ringing it into W
A

. 
R

ecreational b
oats b

rought into W
A

 from
 the N

T have 30 
d

ays after b
ringing it into W

A
. A

fter that tim
e, you m

ust 
register it in this S

tate.

Water ski areas
Water skiing is when a person(s) is being towed 
behind a vessel at a speed of 8 knots or more.

It takes at least 3 people to go water skiing:

1.  a driver of at least 17 years of age;

2.  an observer of at least 14 years of age; and

3.  a skier who is being towed by the vessel.

Water skiing is to  be conducted in an anti clockwise 
direction. A vessel taking off with skiers shall give 
way to a vessel landing skiers. Water skiing is only 
between the hours of sunrise to sunset.

Navigation lights
All vessels under way during the hours 
of sunset to sunrise must display 
navigation lights appropriate to the 
particular size and type of vessel. 
For further information please refer 
to the RST Workbook or contact the 
Department.
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Boat ramp courtesy 
A good skipper plans for a day on the water and 
checks equipment, motor and mooring lines before 
leaving the boat ramp. Remember to:
•	 utilise	designated	rigging	and	de-rigging	areas	

to avoid impeding other people launching and 
retrieving vessels;

•	 follow	the	directions	indicated	by	signage	or	
painted on the roadway;

•	 utilise	the	correct	lanes	for	launch	and	
retrieval;

•	 move	quickly	to	the	end	of	the	jetty	giving	for	
people room to launch and recover; 

•	 be	patience;	and
•	 read all information signs at boat ramps to 

familiarise yourself with the local area.

Navigation lights
All vessels under way during the hours of sunset to 
sunrise must display navigation lights appropriate 
to the particular size and type of vessel. For further 
information please refer to the RST Workbook or 
contact DoT.

Lateral Marks
Indicate the port and starboard sides 

of a navigable channel.

Port Marks
Light: Red, any rhythm.

Starboard Marks
Light: Green, any rhythm.

Downstream/direction

 of ebb tide

Ke
ep

 to
 yo

ur 
rig

ht
 in

 a 
ch

an
ne

lGreen to green 
upstream

Red to green 
downstream

Upstream/direction

Vessel overtaking
another

Every overtaking vessel 
gives way (this includes 

sailing vessels) 

Each vessel alters 
course to starboard 

Power vessels
 meeting head on

Vessel having the 
other to starboard  
gives right of way  

Power vessels
 meeting

Power gives way to sail 
except when sailing  
vessel is overtaking 

Power meeting
sailing vessel 

Basic rules of the waterways 


